Electrophysiological evaluation of the sinus node in patients with atrioventricular and/or intraventricular conduction defects.
The authors evaluated retrospectively sinoatrial conduction time (SACT), sinus node recovery time (SNRT), and corrected sinus node recovery time (CSNRT) in 272 patients with atrioventricular and/or intraventricular conduction defects without evidence of overt sinus node dysfunction. The study was designed to determine the prevalence of electrophysiologic sinus node abnormalities in patients with overt atrioventricular and/or intraventricular conduction defects. One or more sinus node electrophysiological abnormalities were observed in 133 cases (48.9%). There was a significant prevalence of electrophysiologic sinus node abnormalities only in patients older than 71 years of age. The data suggest that the involvement of the specialized conduction system is much more diffuse than one might expect simply observing the single recorded ECG defect and that the prevalence of associated defects of the conduction system increases with increasing age of patients.